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Nikê Response
In 1870, four women at Indiana Asbury College in Greencastle, Indiana, formed a fraternity for women
seeking a college education. These pioneers chose a Greek name, wrote a constitution, and designed a
badge signifying their aspirations — thus founding Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity. Then the women, as Alpha
Chapter, began the next business in order: extension to other campuses.
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Notables
Karen Koning Abu Zayd (1941-)

From 2005 to 2010, having served nineteen years with the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, Abu Zayd is Commissioner-General of the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency, serving Palestinian refugees.
International Relations

Elizabeth Preston Anderson (1861-1954)

Anderson was an active temperance advocate. She served as president of
many North Dakota temperance organizations.
Community Leaders & Advocates
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Frances Cleveland Axtell (1866-1953)

One of the first two women elected to serve as Washington State legislators
(1913 - 1915), Frances Axtell was elected to office two years after
Washington State granted voting rights to women and eight years before the
19th amendment of the Constitution guaranteed women&#39s voting rights in
all the United States.
Axtell was an aggressive advocate for improved child labor conditions, better
schools, and mothers' pension legislation. She served on the U.S. Minimum
Wage Commission and the U.S. Employees Compensation Commission,
appointed by President Woodrow Wilson.
Community Leaders & Advocates
Government Service & Politics
First in Field

Mary Ritter Beard (1876-1958)

An active women&#39s rights advocate and the first historian to write about
the roles women play in society, Mary Ritter Beard is considered the
&#34founding mother" of American women’s history. She laid the
fundamental groundwork for the field of women’s studies.
Academics & Higher Education
Community Leaders & Advocates
First in Field
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Alice Allen Brant (1849-1894)

The second member of Kappa Alpha Theta, Alice Allen Brant, went on to
serve as a teacher and principal in several schools in Indiana, Illinois and
Iowa.
First in Field

Anna Elizabeth Dickinson (1842-1932)

An advocate for the abolition of slavery and woman suffrage, Dickinson was
the first woman to speak before the United States Congress. A gifted speaker
at a very young age, she aided the Republican Party in the hard-fought 1863
elections and significantly influenced the distribution of political power in the
Union just prior to the Civil War. Dickinson also was the first woman on record
to climb Colorado&#39s Longs Peak, in 1873.
Community Leaders & Advocates
Government Service & Politics
First in Field
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Bettie Locke Hamilton (1850-1939)

Founder of Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity
Community Leaders & Advocates
First in Field

Bettie Tipton Lindsey (1852-1909)

Bettie Tipton Lindsay was the third of the founders. She remained at Indiana
Asbury for only a year and then attended Millersburg College in Kentucky and
established a short-lived chapter there. She was known for her ability in
math. She lived in Sturgeon, Missouri and was known for her many charitable
works.
First in Field
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Mary Ridpath Mann (1867-1940)

Mann becomes an author, and her books, The Unofficial Secretary (1912)
and Royal Women: Their History and Romance(1913), are published by A.C.
McClurg & Co., Chicago. The Unofficial Secretary is re-issued in 2007.
Literature

Martha Evans Martin (1861-1925)

Journalist, author, and editor who played a significant role in diverse
publications from local Midwest newspapers to national circulated literary
journals and periodicals, from the late 19th century through the early 20th
century. Evans is recognized for her oft-reprinted book Friendly Stars, first
published in 1907 and still in print.
Media
Science & Technology
Literature
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Elizabeth (Betty) Neely Reinhardt (1909-1954)

A screenwriter, Reinhardt is nominated for an Oscar for the movie Laura
(1945) as part of the writing team.
Performing Arts

Martha Jane Ridpath (1855-1926)

Ridpath becomes an administrator in Indiana schools. After earning her M.A.
(1882) she becomes an officer of DePauw University&#39s Society of
Alumnae and helps track University alumni for decades.
Academics & Higher Education
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Hannah Fitch Shaw (1851-1924)

One of the four founders, Hannah remained on campus after Bettie Locke and
Alice Allen graduated and Bettie Tipton had left to go to school at
Millersburgh. She helped lead the fraternity in those early years. She
attended four conventions: 1872, 1899, 1907, and 1919 and attended the
installation of the Alpha Tau/Cincinnati chapter. She also had a patent in her
own name.
First in Field

Daisy Florence Simms (1873-1923)

Simms becomes the first director of the Industrial Department of the National
Board of the YWCA, which mobilized businesswomen to train young women
for positions left vacant in the business world, due to WWI.
Community Leaders & Advocates
First in Field
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Renee' P. Wynn ()

Named the Chief Information Officer for NASA in July 2015. Previous
positions included Acting Assistant Administrator for the Office of
Environmental Information of the Environmental Protection Agency.
Science & Technology

2016 Golden Kite Award
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Alpha Grand Convention Awards
Theta has been presenting awards to college chapters at Grand Convention since 1917. Award
categories have changed frequently. The following listing includes only those who finished first.
2016 Golden Kite Award
2014 Golden Kite Award
2012 Bronze Kite Award
2008 Silver Kite Award
2008 Improvement in Member Orientation Program
2008 Improvement in Administration
2008 Excellence in Facility Management
2008 Excellence in Community Service
2002 Most Improved Advisory Board Award
2000 Forward Award
1984 Clementine Allen Housemother Award - June Walters
1964 Finance Award
1962 Efficiency Award with House
1960 Magazine Award
1956 Forward Award with a House
1928 Scholarship Award
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National Chapter Officers
Bassett, Jane
Educational Leadership Consultant (1962 - 1963)

Boynton, Virginia
Convention Manager Assistant (1958 - 1962)
Conference Manager (1962 - 1971)

Brownfield, Lillian
Special Officer (1941 - 1945)

Browning, Emily
Educational Leadership Consultant (1984 - 1985)

Burke, Margaret
Educational Leadership Consultant (2013 - 2015)
Gold Kite Scoring Committee (2015 - 2015)

Burkhart, Gay
Chapter Bylaws Supervisor (1984 - 1985)

Chase, Margaret
Educational Leadership Consultant (1975 - 1976)

Christman, Laura
Grand Council Member at Large (1946 - 1950)

Dittoe, Jill
Educational Leadership Consultant (2004 - 2005)

12 Alpha - Property Of Kappa Alpha Theta - Created on May 28, 2018
http://heritage.kappaalphatheta.org/chapters/alpha

Educational Leadership Consultant (2004 - 2005)

Eitel, Elizabeth
Fraternity Archivist (1960 - 1969)

Frey, Patricia
Special Officer (1982 - 1990)
Director of Alumnae Programming (1996 - 1998)

Frick, Nancy
College Regional Director (1985 - 1986)
Associate Executive Director (1986 - 1992)
Foundation Executive Director (1992 - 1998)

Gilpin, Julie
Educational Leadership Consultant (1993 - 1994)
Fraternity Vice-President Membership (2006 - 2010)
Fraternity Vice-President Public Relations (2010 - 2011)
Public Relations Committee Coordinator (2010 - 2010)
Director of Philanthropy (2011 - 2011)
Foundation Campaign Cabinet (2013 - 2016)

Hogate, Elizabeth
Director of Fraternity Education (1950 - 1954)
Grand Council Member at Large (1950 - 1956)

Kaiser, Kristen
Educational Leadership Consultant (2000 - 2002)
Assistant Director of Chapter Services (2002 - 2006)
Foundation Manager of Programs & Communications (2006 - 2007)
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Foundation Director of Development (2007 - 2010)
Foundation Director of Communication (2012 - 2013)
Foundation Director of Marketing (2013 - 2013)
Foundation Interim Executive Director (2013 - 2013)

Klingaman, Marilyn
Foundation Executive Director (1983 - 1987)

Markovski, Isabella
Communications Assistant (2015 - 2016)

McCord, Catherine
Fraternity Archivist (1926 - 1935)

McMahon, Kristen
Educational Leadership Consultant (2010 - 2011)
Scholarship Liaison (2011 - 2012)

Merritt, Janice
Foundation Manager of Programs (2011 - 2013)

Mueller, Marybelle
Special Officer (1972 - 1980)

Roberts, Robin
Educational Leadership Consultant (1980 - 1981)

Supple, Sue
Grand Council Member at Large (1974 - 1980)
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Special Officer (1980 - 1984)
Foundation Campaign Honorary Steering Committee (2013 - 2016)

Tester, Moana

Thompson, Shelby
Educational Leadership Consultant (1997 - 1998)

Woods, Susan
Educational Leadership Consultant (1980 - 1981)
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Alpha early history, 1890
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marked the close of the struggle for existence and opened the era of growth.
'Two decades have changed us from a little chapter of five to a great national organization; her members, chosen from· among the brightest and
most intellectual of America's college girls, remember with warmest gratitude, that courageous little baud of founders. They impressed upon our
society its character. Their courage, their sympathy, thei! womanliness
haTe descended to us. They gave us the standard of that high scholarship
which was demanded by their own girl pride. Dear to our hearts is the
memory of those· girls of '70, and this glance at the past gives an impulse
to the future of Kappa Alpha 'rheta.
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BEGINNINGS OF KAPPA ALPHA THETA AT DEPAUW.
[The Literary Editor acknowledges indebtedness for the following
from the pen of Dr ..John Clark Ridpath, an article doubly interesting on
account of the prominence of the writer and his connection with Asbury at
the time of our founding.]
The germination of Kappa Alpha Theta is a thing of much interest,
·and will be of greater interest hereafter. The birthday was in the winter
.of 1~70. The circumstances which gave rise to the fraternity are still preserved in the memories of some who were witnesses of the event. It is
well that these memories, now passing into tradition, should be preserved.
At the date of the founding of the fraternity, only a few colleges and
i.miversities had been opened for the admission of women. Among these,
Asbury University, now DePauw, was one of the first. It was the peculiarity of the event that the gate was opened half way; and the first girls were
allowed to squeeze in as if by the compression of their skirts.
Nor was the welcome altogether cordial. The University authorities
had agreed that ladies might be admitted, but had laid the restriction upon
them that only the College classes proper, and that in the classical. department, were open to the girls. This made it necessary that the applican
-should have preparation in Greek and Latin. So the comers at the first
were few and far between.
But they were also courageous. Otherwise, they could by no means
have endured the fight. It was on the side of the students that the greatest
opposition was experienced. The Alumni were (tlso known to look with
much disfavor on the new dep[trture. The result was that the few ladies
who entered the University in the fall of 1867 were met with a frown.
They were set in the corner and scrutinized with something of the same
'interest which is given to curiosities in a museum. The prejudice against
;the women students was quite intolerable for several years. It was the
1hope. of many that the enterprise would prove a failure-that no girls
would. venture to run the guantlet, or if they should make. the trial that
.they would be scowled out of the contest.
The event proved othenvise. A few brave girls entered the Freshman
class, and l)resently made their way toward Seniordom. Nor was the
evidence apparent that they were lacking in scholarly attainments. The
circumstances here sketched produced their natural results in the minds of
the young ladies who had now taken a permanent place as students of the
University. They learned many things in the first two or three years of
their journey through College. Among the rest, they clearly perceived

I;
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the advantage of fraternal organization. They could but nbserve the
workings of the family of fraternities. It was plain that those who were
protected by such a relation fared better, and perhaps lived longer in
College, than they could othei·wise have done. This, perhaps, was the first
suggestion of a ladies' fraternity at DePauw. The women perceived that
they might as well have the advantages of organization and sisterhood as
those who were at the time their persecutors.
Jl!Iany incidental circumstances conduced to the founding of the
fraternity. Social courtesies were not extended by the classmates of those
who were foremost among the ladies, or at least not extended to all; and it
was rumored that at least one favorite member on the girls' side of the
hall had been initiated into one of the men's fraternities! It was under
these circumstances that Betty l\1cReynolds Locke, Alice 0. Allen, and
lVIary E. Simmons, of the Junior class of 1870, and Betty Tipton, of the
Sophomore class, conceived the project of establishing a women's
fraternity.
The enterprise was embarrassed with many difficulties. How could
four girls make a secret fraternity, anyhow? There was nothing with
which they could affiliate, and only a few to whom they could safely appeal
in such a trying crisis. But the founders of Kappa Alpha Theta had discretion and wit. They sought counsel of a few friends, and learned how
such things were done. Among those who were thus consulted and who
sympathized with the project were Dr. John Clark Ridpath, at that time
Professor of Belles Lettres and History, and Dr. John W. Locke, Professor
of l\'Iathematics. The latter was the father of Betty :M:cReynolds Locke, who
may be regarded as the leader of the enterprise. After learning the
primary lessons in such business, the young ladies drew up their Constitution, obtained the address of a competent badge maker, and set up
house. The intent of the parties was well concealed, so that the apparition
of the fraternity had all the brilliancy of a new morning risen on noon-day.
Every circumstance attending the institution of the fraternity was auspicious; aud it must be confessed that the result was favorable both to the
young ladies themselves and to the rank and file of the girls in College.
The ladies thus associated in Kappa Alpha Theta found themselves at
once under· the protection of fraternal bonds. They had no difficulty in
getting recognition from the Faculty and a place at Commencement. This
gave opportunity; and opportunity is the thing most needed under such
circumstances. The first anniversary after the establishment of the fraternity was observed in public; and though the old prejudice had not yet
fully abated, the ladies who appeared,. wearing their badges in honor of the
new sisterhood, acquitted themselves in such manner as to win universal
applause. It thus happened that the appearance of Kappa Alpha Theta
subserved a double purpose. It gave vent and opportunity for the natural
disposition of the women students to associate themselves in fraternal relations, and at the same time made sure their position in College. After the
establishment of the Alpha Chapter, it was never seriously questioned at
DePauw University that the women would hold their place, that they
would be admitted henceforth to all the advantages and honors of the
Institution, and would share eti.ually in all particulars the benefits which it
gave.
Dn. JcrnN CLARK RIDPATH.
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Beginnings

problem of colleges by establishing model chapter houses. Then
came the Scholarship fund, to in,sure the needed training of our
members for individual service. ·
·
.
. Next the war fund emergency convinced Kappa Alpha Theta
that she had become powerful enough to enlarge her field c)f.dJ.rect service. Hence, the command of last convention that a definite plan for specific social service be determined >ilpoli-'-a' plan
that should provide for diversified types of service; for gifts of
money, for gifts of time, for personal friendliness, for the. products ·of skilled fingers. It is a large order to find a service that
will satisfy·all these demands.

better grades, .alumnre get busy and broaden your Alma Mater.'s
field ofservice to its students. And finally, heed the. Scholarship
fund committee's call. That ,fund's service. helps improve scholarship because. it keeps the able girl in college, because .it frees
her from the physical strain of overwork and worry as to tb,e
wherewithal for college expenses. Are we doing our best if one
Theta. must leave college because the Scholarship fund is _exhausted~ Send that che(lk, that dollar, or .'Yhatever you can
spare by sacrifice, TO.DAY. Let the Scholarship fund .be ~he
recipient of.your Golden-Jubilee thank-()ffering.
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. BETA ZETA AND BETA ETA,· your magazine greets
you officially as our "new chapters" and welcomes you into
Kappa Alpha Theta. Fortunate for you that your national fraternity career coincides with Kappa Alpha Theta,'s GoldE;inJ ubilee. Fifty years from January 27, 1917 will you have written as much fine history for Kappa Alpha Theta as has been
written since Alpha was our "new chapter" and also the whole
fraternity~
·
TWO SERVICE ARTICLES in this issue are suggestive because they stai1d for Service where Thetas are doing good work
today. ·In one article we see an illustration of the sort of work
individual Thetas are doing many places, in the other we find a
clear example of Thetas work in cooperation with others, for it
was Ruth Haynes Carpenter who originated the idea of that fine
plan at Minnesota of which she writes so modestly. Could' our
service plan be that of forwarding the work of such Thetas as
Mrs Buyers, or of developing such work as Mrs Carpenter writes
abouH No question but there is a field for both types of. service
in many places in this country. ·We ask for other conttributions
along service lines, especially concerning the work . different
alumnre chapters are doing today. Help Kappa Alpha Theta
take the next service step wisely, by sharing your service experienc~ and your ideas for Theta service. through the magazine's
pages.
·
SCHOLARSHIP in two widely separated yet 'distinctly
united, forms calls for your attention in this is~ue: '·Read 'With
'pride the Honors record made in 1918-19.'in spite of the"hectic
eonditions of college life last year. Ponder the scholarship report
· for the same period. If your chapter's average doesn't ·please
you; turn in and help improve scholarship conditions in: your
chapter. - If your college fails to cooperate in student efforts for

THETA'S GOLDEN-JUBILEE issue goes forth with the
editor's regrets, disappointments, and apologies that many condil;ions beyond control,· seemingly, prevent it from bein,g adequate to its title, make it a very poor example of the spirit of
thankfUJ.ness ·arid joyousness with which' the :fraternity• greets
that treasured day, January 27. "There is joy iri.' our hearts,''
there is gratitude. upon our lips; there' is a spirit of service in
our thoughts., even though its expression escapes from these
prillted pages.
··
· ··
BEGINNINGS
(From the Historical number of

KAPPA .AL.PH.A. THET4,

May, 1899)

"In June bf 1867 the trusteesof.Asbury·college, now De Pauw
university, decided to admit in the following September, for the
regular course of instruction and on equal terms with the young
men, such young ladies as should present themselves at that
time. Accordingly, four young ladies, ventured to do this
unheard of thing.* * <t,
"Fraternities were a prominent feature of the .college life at
this time, there being some siX or seven among the young men.
For a new cause, however, rivalry now sprang up among these
Greeks, each fraternity wishing these four young girls to be
identified as its supporters by openly wearing its pin. One of
the girls, Bettie Locke, being of a very independent nature,
refused varlous requests of. this ·nature, saying that she preferred not to wear a pin, unless .she could also be regularly
initiated into the fraternity. One of them even went so· far as
to bring this matter up for consideration, but deciding that they
could not constitutionally. initiate h~r, they· offered instead to
present her with a handsome pin, if she would consent to. wear
it. Miss Locke.refused, however, and in talking it over with her
father, Dr. J. W. Locke, he jokingly asked her why she did not
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Overseas record

organize a fraternity of her own. This suggestion was the seed,
which, planted in Miss Locke's fertile arid energetic brain, germinated and grew into Kappa Alpha Theta. * * *
At length she took into her confidence her intimate friend,
Alice 0. Allen. * * 'lr'
"Miss Locke had asked her father, who was a fraternity man,
to give her a general outline of how a Greek letter fraternity was
formed, for she had an idea that there was a vague mysterious
something about such a secret society, which would make its
organization very different from that of ordinary societies.
Accordingly he did as she wished, telling her of the features
which would be necessary not, however, borrowing anything from
his own fraternity, as has sometimes been claimed. This, and
one single question asked a member of another fraternity as to
the address of the best jewelers, was the only help received by
these two youp.g girls from any member of au already existing
fraternity. It was to be distinctly and above all a woman's
work.***
'"How to secure a badge that should be in no way inferior
to any of the men's fraternity pins, and which should yet be
different and distinctly their own, was a question which the
girls studied over for some months. * * * Old dictionaries
were studied by the hour for pictures of coats of arms and
armor, various shapes and designs being conceived, drawn, and
discarded, before they finally found a form which suited them.
All this was kept a profound secret between thes'e two, for they
knew that were their plans discovered they should never be able
to carry them through. The matter of the pin they felt to be
the all-important one, for should it seem at all inferior, they
would be subject to humiliation when it should be compared with
the young men's pins, and the inferiority attributed to natural
weakness of the sex; but if they could win respect and admiration
by designing a pin equal to any of the others in beauty and
meaning, their battle would be half won. *~ * *
''Now had come the time to enlarge their number, and this
they felt to -be a very important matter. Finally they decided
upon two girls, Bettie Tipton and Jennie Fitch, whom they
took into their confidence, told their plans, and the four now
ordered their pins.
"On January 27, 1870 the organization first became known to
the college world, when the girls appeared proudly wearing the
pin which had cost them so much labor and expense. One can
imagine the surprise and consternation this appearance caused;

the young men astonished and forced to acknowledge th_e bea~ty
of the pin and the originality of the heads that ha_d desi?'lled i~;
and the remaining young ladies then in school, disappomted m
not being of the charmed circle. Immediately th~se first four
Thetas were nicknamed "kites," somewhat to their embarrassment at first but this feeling soon wore off, and they came to
take pride i.;_ the name which is dear to every one of us today.
"When we remember that the Founders of our fraternity
were not women but merely girls of sixteen and seventeen years
of age, we may justly; be proud of the wisdo::U, go?d sense, ~n_d
intellectual ability which characterized all their actions, and it is
almost a wonder that the fraternity founded by them should have
grown and reached its present large dimensions._ ~d we may
safely say that had it not been founded upon prmciples so firm
and everlastinO' it would not have lived. * * ~' It is also true
that the succe;~ of our fraternity depended at the time upon the
success of coeducation; and as this has grown and developed, we
have become stronger, our boundaries have extended, and we
have attained a degree of prosperity which would have made
doubly-yes ten times-happy the hearts of our four oldest
sist'ers could they have foreseen the success of their beloved
organization.''

125
(

OVERSEAS RECORD
(Continued from November, 1919 issue)

UPSILON
JANET FRASER: Sailed Nov. 20, 1918. Worked in the
Children's bureau of American Red Cross as a laboratory technician in a French Poupouuiere under a little East I~dian woman
doctor who had received her degree at Philadelphia. Was located just outside the gates of Versailles. When the Poupouniere was turned over to the French in April and the Children's
bureau closed, went into Canteen service with Red Cross; stationed in the Gare du Nord until canteens in Paris were closed
in July. Arrived in New York, July 24, 1919.
FLORENCE M. GREINER: Canteen worker with the American
Red Cross. Left New York Nov. 4, 1918 and returned July 29,
1919. Stationed all the time at Bordeaux, for one mouth in the
station canteen then in the Basseus embarkation canteen.
MARY

'

.

ALPHA ZETA
MARY ANDERSON was in France eighteen months, returning
to America about June 1, 1919. After her "Little Red hut" at
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